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Statement of Need: The purpose of this statement is to clarify the role of neuropsychologists and third parties
for test selection in forensic neuropsychological evaluations.

Position Statement: Neuropsychologists often conduct specialty evaluations and serve as experts in civil and
criminal forensic matters. Prior to evaluation, third parties occasionally attempt to exert influence on test
selection. Based on training, expertise, and experience, it is the responsibility and province of
neuropsychologists to select appropriate tests for a neuropsychological evaluation. Neuropsychologists’
expertise in this area is based upon their unique and extensive training in cognitive assessment and brain-
behavior relationships, knowledge of psychological and neuropsychological tests and psychometrics, and
expertise in accommodating an examinee’s needs. Requiring or precluding specific tests by third parties creates
the ethical dilemma of allowing non-qualified individuals to influence the selection of neuropsychological tests
without the training or expertise to do so. Selection of neuropsychological tests by third parties for a forensic
neuropsychological evaluation has the potential to compromise the reliability, validity, thoroughness, and
usefulness of the specialty evaluation.
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